NEXT GENERATION: Concert
showcases young musicians
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CAROLINE DARE

SHOWCASE: Caroline Dare, 14, has already played many venues, including MerleFest, and has opened for national acts. Saturday,
she’s one of seven young musicians performing in the gallery of Arts of the Pamlico’s Turnage Theatre for the Beaufort County
Traditional Music Association’s Youth Talent Showcase.

The teens will take over the Turnage Theatre gallery on Saturday night.
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From 7 p.m.to 9 p.m., Beaufort County Traditional Music Association will host its first Youth Talent
Showcase, featuring seven young musicians from Beaufort and Pitt counties: Sydney Moore, 16; Shelby
Lynn Daw, 13; Caroline Dare, 14; Jesse Skinner, 15; Marye Amanda McDaniel, 16; Jonathan Harris, 16;
and Will Stovall, 15.

It's a new venture for the grassroots music organization, one spurred by BCTMA musicians’ desire to
passing the tradition of live music down to future generations.
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BEAUFORT COUNTY TRADITIONAL MUSIC ASSOCIATION

SHOWCASE TOO: Jesse Skinner has been playing music for as long as he’s been able to hold an instrument. The 15-year-old,
Washington High School student will be playing an original blues jam, accompanied by his father, Don, at the Youth Talent Showcase
on Saturday.
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The emphasis is on live music: most of the young musicians will perform with an accompanist, but no one
will play with prerecorded music, Boyer said.

“It’s important to learn an instrument. Learning an instrument and being able to sing just frees you up to so
much more,” Boyer said.

Several of the young performers have previously made public appearances in Washington: Dare and
McDaniel, who will both perform original songs, have performed at Music in the Streets, Washington'’s
mini-music festival held monthly during the warmer months of the year, while Skinner has long been
involved, and playing, with BCTMA.



There’s no charge for Saturday’s show, but Boyer said BCTMA is accepting donations that will be used to
further the youth effort, by establishing a scholarship with the money raised. That could mean a college
scholarship for an aspiring musician or funding a performance for school-aged children — Boyer said
BCTMA is keeping its option open.

The Turnage Theatre is located at 150 W. Main St., Washington. For more information, visit bctma.org. For more
information about openings available in Saturday’s Youth Showcase, contact Boyer at bctma@ymail.com.
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